
TRX- 5 and TRX- 9 T encher
 
Safe Ope tin actices 
This product is capable of amputating hands and feet. 
Always follow all safety instructions to avoid serious 
injury or death. 

Engine exhaust contains carbon monoxide, an 
odorless, deadly poison that can kill you. 

Do not run the engine indoors or in an enclosed 
area. 

Training 
•	 Read the Operator's Manual and other training 

material. If the operator(s) or mechanic(s) can 
not read English, it is the owner's responsibility to 
explain this material to them. 

•	 Become familiar with the safe operation of the 
equipment, operator controls, and safety signs. 

•	 All operators and mechanics should be trained. The 
owner is responsible for training the users. 

•	 Never let children or untrained people operate or 
service the equipment. Local regulations may restrict 
the age of the operator. 

•	 The owner/user can prevent and is responsible for 
accidents or injuries occurring to himself or herself, 
other people or property. 

Starti gad topping the 
Engine 

Starting the Engine 
1.	 Move the throtde lever midway between Slow and
 

Fast positions (Figure 19).
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•	 For model 22971, turn the key to the On 
position (Figure 19). \Vhen the engine starts, 
release the key. 

Important: Do not engage the starter for 
more than 10 seconds at a time. Ifthe engine 
fails to start, allow a 30 second cool-down 

period between attempts. Failure to follow 
these instructions can burn out the starter 
motor. 

4.	 Gradually move the choke lever to the Off position 
(Figure 19). If the engine stalls or hesitates, engage 
the choke again until the engine warms up. 

5.	 Move the throttle lever to the desired setting 
(Figure 19). 

Important: If the engine is run at high speeds 
when the hydraulic system is cold (i.e., when 
the ambient air temperature is near freezing or 
lower), hydraulic system damage could occur. 
When starting the engine in cold conditions, 
allow the engine to run in the middle throttle 
position for 2 to 5 minutes before moving the 
throttle to fast (rabbit). 



Stopping the Engine 
Digging a Trench 1.	 Move the throttle lever to the Slow position 

(Figure 19). 1.	 Start the engine, raise the boom, set the throttle 
lever to the Fast position, and move the machine 
over the area to be trenched. 

2.	 Lower the boom (Figure 21). 
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Figure 21 

3.	 Turn the key off (Figure 19). 

Note: If the engine has been working hard or
 
is hot, let it idle for a minute before turning the
 
ignition key off. This helps cool the engine before
 
it is stopped. In an emergency, the engine may be
 
stopped immediately.
 

4.	 Remove the key. 

Stop ing the Macnlne 
To stop the machine, release the traction control, move 
the throttle lever to slow (turtle), lower the boom to 
the ground, and stop the engine. Set the parking brake 
and remove the key. 

A child or untrained bystander could attempt to 
operate the machine and be injured. 

Remove the key from the switch when leaving 
the machine, even if just for a few seconds. 

Preparation 
•	 Evaluate the terrain to determine what accessories 

and attachments are needed to properly and 
safely perform the job. Only use accessories and 
attachments approved by the manufacturer. 

•	 Wear appropriate clothing including hard hat, 
safety glasses, long pants, safety shoes, and hearing 
protection. Long hair, loose clothing or jewelry may 
get tangled in moving parts. 

2.	 Pull the trencher control lever to the reference bar 
to engage the trencher. 

3.	 Slowly lower the boom and chain into the ground. 

Note: To achieve the maximum depth, you may 
need to lower the boom as far into the ground as 
it will go with the chain running. Then, stop the 
chain and lower it fully. Start the chain again and 
resume operation. 

4.	 Once the trencher boom is in the ground at a 45 
to 60 degree angle, slowly move the traction unit 
rearward to extend the trench. 

Note: Ifyou move too fast, the trencher will stall. 
If it stalls, raise it slightly, siowly drive forward, or 
reverse the chain direction momentarily. 

5.	 When finished, raise the boom out of the trench, 
then stop the trencher. 

Securing the Machine for 
Transport 
When transporting the machine on a trailer, always use 
the following procedure: 

Important: Do not operate or drive the machine 
on roadways. 

1.	 Stop the engine. 

2.	 Lower the boom. 

3.	 Secure the machine to the trailer with chains or 
straps using the tie-down/lift loops at the front and 
rear of the machine (Figure 23 and Figure 24). Refer 
to your local ordinances for trailer and tie-down 
requirements. 
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